Minutes of the Forest County Board of Adjustment
Tuesday, July 20th, 2010  10:30 a.m.

Freedom Town Hall, 918 McAurther Trail

1. The call to order was given by Chairman Ron Tschohl at 10:30 a.m. in the Freedom Town Hall at 918 McAurther Trail.

2. The roll was called and all members were present.  Those were, ron Tschohl, Chairman, Harry Thurin and Jim Drefahl.  ZA Pam LaBine acted as clerk.  Members of the audience were Don Vannieuwenhoven, Town Chair, Amber Brunner and Randy Brunner acting as agents for Steven Domres.
3. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the agenda, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

4. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the minutes of the last meeting, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

5. The Clerk present compliance with the open meetings law and it is entered into the minutes.

6. The Chairman said he would make no time limits on any speaker.

7. Motion by Harry Thurin to open the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

8. The clerk read the application and it is included in these minutes

9. The Chairman deferred the site report to the discussion and motion item.

10. Amber Brunner presented the board with a concise proposal of the work proposed at the Domres residence.  It is attached. The house is sliding toward the lake and there are numerous structural problems with the current retaining walls.  The steps to the lake are dangerous. No vegetation would be removed. 
11. ZA gave the staff report.  She said there were no permits on the decks.  However the decks were more than ten years old and therefore permitted by default.  There are many places where erosion is taking place and addressing those problems would be a plus.  The house is sliding down the hill and is pushing the current retaining wall and decking askew. The hill is over a 40% slope. There is no view corridor cut out. The sanitary was installed in 1986 and when it fails will be hard to replace. 

12. There was no related correspondence.

13.  The clerk reported ex-parte communications with Ken Preigle that called and communicated that he approved of the variance.
14. There were no witnesses.  

15. ZA asked if it was necessary to replace the storage shed.  Mr. Brunner said there was no place to store any outside furniture or water related items as there is no garage. 

16. The board had no final questions.

17. Motion by Harry Thurin to close the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.
18. There was no motion to go into closed session.

19. Discussion was held on the proposed variance.  Harry Thurin thanked the Brunners for their application. He said it was one of the better that he has seen.  He said the house is being threatened by the sliding hill.  There are erosion problems that need fixing.  Jim Drefahl said all the downspouts should be put into containment.  Harry Thurin said there is no yard except that by the lake and the storage shed is needed. Ron Tscholh said that there is no view corridor cut out but the trees that are there are needed to somewhat hold the hill back. He said no more trees should be cut except the dead ones indicated during the site visit. Diversion of water on the upper level or driveway was noted by all members.  It was agreed that this problem should be noted and fixed. Jim Drefahl said the steps to the lake are tilted and dangerous, there should be a rail.  Motion by Harry Thurin to grant the variance with conditions, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.  The clerk read the determination sheet and the following conditions were listed; 
· Least amount of tree removal

· All rain gutters to dry well

· Keep landing materials pervious and in existing footprint

· Install hand rails on steps

· Storage shed remains the same size

· Correct erosion problems on the upper drive and other areas

· Sanitary to go on county inspection list

20. There was no other business

21. Motion to adjourn by Harry Thurin, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

Submitted by:_______________________________________________7/21/10

