Minutes of the Forest County Board of Adjustment
Thursday, July 15th, 2010

10:30 a.m. Wabeno Town Hall

1. The call to order was made by Chairman Ron Tschohl at 10:30 a.m. in the Wabeno Town Hall.
2. The roll was called and all members were present. They included Ron Tschohl, Chairman, Harry Thurin and Jim Drefahl.  ZA Pam LaBine acted as clerk to the BOA. Also present was Kevin Buntin, agent for the applicant, Gail Blohowiak, John Harter, and Dennis Kopecky.

3. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the agenda, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.
4. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the minutes of the last meeting, second by Ron Tschohl, all in favor, motion approved.

5. The clerk tendered notice of compliance of the open meeting requirement.  She said she did not notice Marinette County landowners as they didn’t come up on the GIS.  Gail Blohowiak said the adjacent land belongs to the Wabeno Gun Club and they are defunct. The land is a boatlanding. The board instructed the clerk to contact Marinette County and inform them of the proceedings and the outcome. They will have 30 days to object.

6. The Chairman set no time limit on each speaker.

7. Motion by Harry Thurin to open the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

8. The clerk read the application and it is attached.

9. Discussion on the site inspection was deferred until deliberation.

10. Kevin Buntin spoke for the applicant. He said this will be no mansion, the house is 1300 square feet. The lot is odd as it is smaller by the road and wider by the lake.  This will be a full time residence. There is a boat landing next door and the neighbors are selling a small sliver to the Blohowiaks to straighten out the lot but the deal is not done so it can’t be considered here.  At the most it will add 4 feet. They will still need a variance. The setback from the water will be greater and they will be getting new sewer and well. They could meet the setbacks if they were closer to the water.

11. Staff reported that the lot is relatively unvegetated by the shoreline with very few trees, mostly lawn. A new sewer and well will be a plus. With this plan a greater than 75’ setback will be realized. There were not comments by any Forest County neighbor.
12. The clerk read a letter into the record from the neighboring landowners in favor of the reduced setbacks.

13. there was no ex-parte communications with any board member.

14. There were no witnesses or additional questions.  The applicant said they were moving the cottage so there would be no demolition. The shore is natural along the edge and they didn’t want to move any closer to the lake. If they moved toward the lake they wouldn’t need a variance. 

15. Jim Drefahl asked if they were drilling a well and Ms Blohowiak said they were.

16. Motion by Harry Thurin to close the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

17. Discussion was held on the proposed reduced setback. Ron Tschohl asked if there was any other information and what was decided on the road setback. Harry Thurin said the road setback requested would be 43 feet from the c/l to the foundation and this was a 40 foot road. There is enough room for snowplowing and this is a dead end. The survey might give them a few more feet. Jim Drefahl said the house would be further from the lake as shown on the map (75’). Harry Thurin said there was no reason not to approve.  Ron tschohl said there needs to be a view corridor and some planting in the conditions. Motion by Harry thurin to grant the variance as requested with conditions as listed on the decision sheet, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 
18. Motion by Harry Thurin to adjourn, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 
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