Forest County Board of Adjustment
Tuesday, may 18th, 2010

2:00 p.m. Wabeno Town Hall

1. The call to order was made by Chairman Ron Tschohl  at 2:00 p.m. in the Wabeno Townhall at 2:00 p.m.

2. The roll was called and the following members were present.  Ron Tschohl, Chairman, Harry Thurin and Dan Samz.  ZA Pam LaBine was present as clerk. Members of the audience were John Harter and Mr. and Mrs Kerrigan.

3. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the agenda, second by Dan Samz, all in favor, motion approved. 
4. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the minutes of the Palmer BOA, second by Dan Samz, all in favor, motion approved. 

5. The clerk demonstrated compliance with the public notification requirements to the board and entered the documents into the minutes.

6. The Chairman said there would be no restrictions on time as there are no witnesses.

7. Motion by Dan Samz to open the public hearing, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.

8. The clerk read the application and it is attached to these minutes.

9. Harry Thurin said he would save his site inspection report for the discussion portion of the meeting.

10. Brian Kerrigan read the statement attached to this application. They did not add any further comment at this time.
11. The clerk related the findings of the members at the site visit.  She said the garage is 1 ½ foot beyond the right of way and 29 feet from the front of the house.  The shoreline opening is less than 30 feet as the lot is only 60 feet wide. The understory on the rest of the shoreline is cleaned out under the trees.  The sanitary is a holding tank and access must be maintained for the pumper.  With the garage they will be approximately 68 feet to spare for the 20% lot coverage.
12. A letter from Joyce Larson, a neighbor is attached.  She has no problem with the garage.

13. There was no ex-parte communications.

14. There were no witnesses.

15. Staff asked if there was room to push the garage back somewhat so there would be less parking on the right of way.

16. Harry Thurin asked if there was any word from the town on this matter.  There was none.

17. Motion by Harry Thurin to close the public hearing, second by Dan Samz, all in favor, motion approved. 

18. Harry Thurin said there is no reason for a closed discussion.

19. Discussion was held on the location of the windows on the cottage directly behind the garage. The applicant said this is a bedroom window.  The clerk asked the board to answer the three questions.  First, is the hardship due to the physical limitations of the property.  Harry Thurin said the lot is 60 feet wide and 168 feet deep, there isn’t enough room for a garage. Second, will the variance harm the puclic interests.  Dan Samz said there is room for snowplowing but moving back some would be better. Third, is unecessary hardship present?  Harry Thurin said he believes a garage is necessary up here. Ron Tschohl said compliance is difficult because the lot is so short. He noted the neighbor was closer. Motion by Harry Thurin to grant the variance with the garage being 25 feet from the house and 4 feet from the side lot line, second by Dan Samz, all in favor, motion approved. When discussing conditions, Ron Tschohl said there would be no conditions except to let the understory grow back under the trees. 
20. There being no other business, motion by Dan Samz to adjourn, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved. 

Submitted by:________________________________________________________5/20/2010
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