Minutes of the Forest County Board of Adjustment
Thursday, April 22nd, 2010

10:30 a.m. Wabeno Town hall

1. The call to order was made by Chairman Ron Tschohl at 10:30 a.m. in the Wabeno Town hall.

2. The roll was called and all members were present. Those included Ron Tschohl, Chairman, Harry Thurin, Jim Drefahl and ZA Pam LaBine acted as clerk to the BOA.  Members of the audience, including applicants, were Steve McPherson, Richard Backhaus, Dennis Kopecky and Richard Dax.

3. Motion by Harry Thurin to amend the agenda to include approval of the minutes of the last meeting and a discussion at the end about garage setbacks as there are too many applications to the BOA that have been approved, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 

4. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the amended agenda, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 

5. The clerk tendered the affidavit of mailing to landowners within 300 feet and notice in the paper of record for this meeting.

6. The Chairman set the time limit for each speaker at ten minutes. 
7. Motion by harry Thurin to open the public hearing, second by Jim DRefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

8. The clerk read the Steven McPherson application. (it is attached) This is a tabled application.
9. The members reported that they had been to the McPherson site earlier in the year.  They reserved their comments for later.

10. Steven McPherson spoke of how he relied on the contractor to get the building permit and he didn’t so he did not know there was an impervious surface requirement.  The reason he blacktopped the drive was because there was a mudhole right in front of the garage. He would also like to put a shed up near the shore to hold lawn equipment as there is no room in his garage.  He has a 12 by 14 garage now. He asked how he was granted a UDC permit without a land use. 
11. ZA gave the staff report.  Mr Mcpherson paid a fine of 300.00 for building without a permit.  At that time it was noted that he is approximately 3,800 fee over the impervious surface limit. He has a holding tank that is new.  The house is set approximately 80 feet from the OHWM. There is nothing but grass in the setback area.  If the variance is to be granted, ZA asks that full mitigation be required. 

12. Harry Thurin reported that a neighbor had inquired why the meeting was held in Wabeno but nothing about the variance request.

13. Stephen McPherson questioned the mitigation requirement saying he has small children and he needs to see them in the water. The board assured him there were plants that were low growing and a view corridor that would allow for this.

14. There were no further questions.

15. Motion by Harry Thurin to close the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

16. Motion by Harry Thurin to close the public hearing but make the minutes public, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

17. Hary Thurin said that we must make him mitigate. The average person would know he had to get a permit. Jim Drefahl said the extra building was not necessary. Harry Thurin said he didn’t see a muddy drive, the neighbors have gravel, but there is a slope there.  Jim Drefahl said he could put the building on the blacktop. Harry Thurin said we have to get him to do something within the year.  Motion by Jim Drefahl to approve the variance with full mitigation under the supervision of the ZA. But no additional structures, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.  Motion by Harry Thurin to go back into open session, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.
18. The roll was called by Chairman Ron Tschohl and all members and audience was as before. 

19. Chairman Ron Tschohl read the motion. Motion by Jim Drefahl to grant the increase in impervious surface, deny the additional shed and require full mitigation as required by the ZA, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.

20. The chairman called a five minute recess.

21. The call to order was made by Chairman Ron Tschohl.  All members of the board were still present and all members of the audience except Steven McPherson were still present.

22. Motion by Jim Dryfahl to approve the agenda for this hearing, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.

23. Motion by Harry Thurin to open the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

24. The clerk read the application.

25. The board made the site inspection and reserved further comment until deliberations.

26. ZA made the staff report.  She said commercial lots were allowed 65% coverage and ten feet from the lot line.  There are no sewer or water questions as this is a sewered lot.  She called attention to the overhangs between the two buildings and the water problems they could represent. Expansion is allowed to the current encroachment but not any further.  This is two feet further into the setback.
27. Richard Backhaus spoke of the safety issues he has in the building as there is a bottleneck near the door that this will take care of.  He said that if there was a panic no one could get out of that side of the building.  Pushing out the wall there would make good sense. The building is old and there is no other place to go.  He needs room to accommodate 4 wheelers with kids.  His application and statement is attached.
28. There was no related communications from the town but the supervisor in attendance had no objections to the lessening of the setback. Fire hoses can still get through between the buildings.  ZA said the neighboring business called and asked if they could attach the bar to their building. The roof runoff must be directed away from the foundation of the neighboring building.

29. There was no ex-parte communications.

30. Mr. Dax spoke of how it is hard to get by the chairs in the front of the bar. He would like to see the improvement and the flexibility to meet the owners needs.

31. There was no response from staff.

32. There were no final questions from the board or the applicant.

33. Motion by Harry Thurin to close the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 

34. Discussion was held on the application.  Harry Thurin said that this addition was good for safety, and good for the town. The hardship is that he is on an old city lot.  Jim Drefahl said the water and snow runoff can easily be taken care of by guttering. 

35. Motion by Harry Thurin to grant the variance as requested, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

36. Discussion was held on the number of variances granted for garages in the last month.  ZA said that before she can average, there must be 5 garages or structures closer to the road than required and within 500 feet. This is hard to do.  The next instruction in the ordinance is to average the garage to the buildings on both sides. Motion by Jim Drefahl to have the zoning committee look at this problem because there are too many variance applications for this specific issue.

37. Motion by Harry Thurin to adjourn, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

Submitted by:______________________________________________________4/26/2010
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