Meeting Minutes
Forest County Board of Adjustment

Tuesday, March 23rd, 2010

11:00 a.m. Room 103 Forest County Courthouse

1. The call to order was made by Chairman Ron Tschohl at 11:00 A.M. In room 103 of the forest County Courthouse.

2. The roll was called and all members were present.  Those included Ron Tschohl, Chairman, Jim Drefahl and Harry Thurin.  ZA Pam LaBine was present and acting as clerk.  Members of the audience included Jay Wildenberg, applicant, Jim lamers, John Harter and Don Vannieuwenhoven from the town of Freedom.

3. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the agenda, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.
4. The clerk tendered evidence of compliance with the open meeting requirements.

5. Chairman Ron Tschohl said this meeting will have no time limits on speakers.

6. Motion by Harry Thurin to open the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl.

7. The clerk read the application and it is attached.

8. The Chairman asked for members report on their site inspection.  Harry Thurin said that for now, we were there and we measured.

9. The Chairman asked for a statement from the applicant.  Mr. Wildenberg stated his home used to be 256 feet from the water.  He is now moving here and would like to place his new home in the same footprint as the old so as not to disturb the hillside any more than necessary.  The town road is completely on his property and the hill is steep.

10. ZA reported that the sanitary is new being a conventional, pump up system. The drain field is on the top of the hill.  The town road is completely on Mr. Wildenberg’s property.  There is no shoreline vegetation. The original shoreline has been filled.  The hill that the original home had been built into is steep but still stable. ZA continued to tell the board that she had originally agreed to permit the home without a variance as she could average under the ordinance if the property was in a plat.  The tax printout that the office uses says the property is in the Switzer plat but upon investigation, it is not. She apologized to Mr. Wildenberg for any confusion this caused. 
11. Under the agenda item of related correspondence, ZA received a letter from Charles Klasen. It is attached. Mr. Klasen is not within 300 feet of the applicant. 

12. There were no ex-parte communications.

13. Don Vannieuwenhoven and John Harter appeared for the Town of Freedom.  The town is not adverse to the variance as requested.  The road in question is already encroached upon and as long as there is a place to plow snow, they approve of the variance. Mr. Vannieuwenhoven, Town Chair asked if the fee could be waived for this hearing because of the complications Mr. Wildenberg had to endure to get a permit. The board said they would address the question along with the variance.

14. There were no other questions.

15. Motion by Harry Thurin to go into closed session and to make those minutes public, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

16. Discussion during closed session and made public by Mr. Thurin’s motion; Harry Thurin said that he has a right to build a home and a garage. It is good he is moving back and that the sanitary is new.  The house could be flipped but the integrity of the hill would be compromised and he would rather see things remain undisturbed and in the original footprint. Since the town has no issues, he doesn’t either. Jim Drefahl noticed a notation on the bottom of a drawing that called for a sand point. He asked Jay to come back in to describe the basement and if it would have double doors. Mr. Wildenberg said yes, that was the only way he could have a sand point in the basement. There will be no deck on the bottom floor.  Mr. Thurin said he would rather not have him shore up the hillside. This is more in compliance, the town road is on his property. Ron Tschohl discussed the lack of vegetation on the shoreline. A now mow zone should be asked for.  Motion by Jim Drefahl to grant the variance with the deck being 40 feet on one side and 45 feet on the other, mitigation required.  The garage shall be placed at 25 feet from the edge of the gravel, second by harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.  The board discussed the request of Mr. Vannieuwenhoven.  The board was in agreement that this method of placing the home was more secure for Mr. Wildenberg and between the per-deim and public notice, there is not much left. Motion by Jim Drefahl to deny the request, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved. 
17. Motion by Harry Thurin to return to open session, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 

18. The roll was taken and all members were still in attendance. The audience remained the same.  

19. The motion to approve the variance was read as previously written. Mitigation was explained to the applicant. The applicant was informed of the 30 day window for any review that might be requested by the DNR or any other aggrieved person.

20.  Discussion was held on the new BOA rules.  ZA said Paul Payant was the last call before the meeting started and he has approved the final document.  Motion by Harry Thurin to send the BOA ordinance on to the county board, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. ZA said this might have to go to the zoning committee first.
21. Mike Childers, Laona assessor, asked the BOA to discuss their requirement on a variance given to Henziak in the town of Laona, next to the Silver Lake beach.  The board granted his variance with the condition he join his two lots, in effect, restricting building on the shore lot in exchange for lesser setbacks on the back lot. The problem surfaced when he was trying to assess the lot and it came to light that the lots are in two separate plats and can’t be joined. He explained how he was going to make a note on his assessment sheet but wanted to let the board know that the conditions of the variance can’t be fulfilled. The board discussed other instruments available. ZA said an affidavit could be registered with the Register of Deeds so in the future the lot couldn’t be sold and built upon. The board agreed and directed her to do so. 
22. Motion by Jim Drefahl to adjourn, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved. 
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