Town of Grand Rapids Board Meeting Minutes March 9, 2010

TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 9, 2010
Meeting Place:  Grand Rapids Municipal Building, 2410 48th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Present: Chairman Don Bohn, Supervisors Arne Nystrom, Jeanne Fehrman, Bill Clendenning, Treasurer Kris Ginter, Clerk Judy McLellan
Absent: 
Excused: 
NOTE: ( * ) indicates agenda item of when Board member joined the meeting. 

Notices of the meeting were legally posted at The Store in Kellner, the Grand Rapids Garage and the Grand Rapids Municipal Building, and published in the Daily Tribune. 

The Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Don Bohn. 
1. Approve minutes of February 11, 2010 and February 23, 2010 Town Board Meetings. Motion (Clendenning/Fehrman) to approve February 11, 2010 and February 23, 2010 minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
2. Application of Theodore Lyons, 4510 Breckenridge Ct. for a CUP for a 30’X40’garage on an adjoining lot at 5831 Ponderosa Circle. Motion (Nystrom/Fehrman) to approve Resolution 2010-10 approving CUP for 30’X40’ garage on an adjoining lot at 5831 Ponderosa Circle with stipulation of: If property were to be sold, the buyer has two years to acquire a new home permit or the property can be combined with an adjoining lot and no outside storage. Motion carried. 
3. Application of Ryan Anderson, 2810 Grove Ave for a CUP for a Taxidermy home occupation and post mounted sign. Motion (Clendenning/Nystrom) to amend Resolution 2010-11 to read: Approve the CUP for Ryan Anderson, 2810 Grove Ave for a Taxidermy home occupation and post mounted sign as long as sign meets the current zoning ordinance restrictions for signs. Motion carried. 
4. Application of Michael Flory, 6120 Deer Rd, for approval of Certified Survey Map splitting parcel #07-10211AA into 2 lots with the rezoning of lot #2 from Agricultural to R-2 Residential.  Motion (Clendenning/Nystrom) to approve Resolution 2010-12 approving the rezoning from Agricultural to R-2 with the correction of the acreage of the newly created lot to read 2.58 acres. Motion carried. 
5. Monthly reports from Departments: 

· Fire Department:  Chief Bernette reported that the department is still at full staff. They have responded to 11calls for service consisting of 7 EMS Calls, 2 Structure fires, 1 RIT call, 1 Vehicle Accident. Training: Fire – Annual DNR training & RIT operations of down Fire Fighter, RIT – meeting was held at the Rome training site, EMS – Peds trauma and ongoing refresher. 
· Safety Department: Chief Bernette reported no lost time injuries in the past month. Monthly safety meeting was held today on Back Safety. Chief Bernette reported that as of today’s safety meeting a free on-line safety training program was initiated. Employees that can not make the monthly safety meeting will be required to complete the safety training and test on-line within the month.  
· Police Department: Chief Lewandowski reported a total of 321 calls for service last month. The Auxiliary Police have hired 3 new members, Roxane Nordbeck, Jonathan Dunn and Lisa Ryman. Chief Lewandowski reported that everything is going well for Officer Simon and Rex. The new squad should be arriving soon. Chief Lewandowski reminded everyone that with the warmer weather coming there will be more people walking and riding bicycles, so please be careful both when walking/biking and driving.   
.
6. Approval of Public Works employee attending a Road Maintenance seminar March 15, 2010 in Tomah.  Motion (Fehrman/Clendenning) to approve Public Works employee attending a Road Maintenance seminar March 15, 2010 in Tomah. Motion carried. 
7. Approval of Public Works employee and Fire Chief attending a Work Zone and Flagger Safety seminar March 31, 2010 in Steven Point. Motion (Clendenning/Fehrman) to approve PW employee and Fire Chief attending a Work Zone and Flagger Safety seminar March 31, 2010 in Stevens Point. Motion carried. 
8. Approval of Treasurer attending Municipal Treasures Association of Wis. Spring Conference April 29-30, 2010 in Madison.  Motion (Nystrom/Fehrman) to approve Treasurer attending Municipal Treasurers Assoc. of Wis. Spring Conference April 29-30, 2010 in Madison for a cost of approximately $416. Motion carried. 
9. Approval of two Police & Fire Commissioners and Police Chief Lewandowski attending seminar on P & F Comm. duties, powers and responsibilities May 4, 2010 in Brookfield WI, Motion (Nystrom/Fehrman) to approve two P & F Commissioners and Police Chief Lewandowski attending seminar on P & F duties, powers and responsibilities May 4, 2010 in Brookfield, WI for approximately $844. Motion carried. 
10. Approval of Building Inspector attending 2010 Building Inspectors Institute April 21-23, Wausau, WI. Motion (Nystrom/Clendenning) to approve Building Inspector attending 2010 building Inspectors Institute April 21023, Wausau, WI for approximately $207. Motion carried. 
11. Resolution 2010-09 Rescinding Resolutions 2010-07 & 2010-08 and approving the payment of new accounting software from the general fund. Chairman Bohn stated that after closer review of the lease agreement he felt that it would be in the best interest of the Town to amend the budget to take the full amount from the general fund rather than pay the interest over 4 years. Motion (Clendenning/Nystrom) to approve Resolution 2010-09 rescinding Resolutions 2010-07 & 2010-08 and approving the payment of new accounting software from the general fund. Motion carried. 
12. Discussion of estimates for replacement of septic system for Municipal Building. Chairman Bohn stated that last fall Supervisor Hellner had received estimates for replacing the current septic system for the Municipal Building. He has spoken to the company with the low estimate (Advantage Plumbing & Heating) who has agreed to honor the estimate. Part of the estimate was for rerouting the drain in the garage area to a holding tank. Chairman Bohn has spoken to Police Chief Lewandowski who agreed that if the squad cars can be washed at the Fire Station or outside and the drain is not needed in the Municipal Building garage. Chairman Bohn recommended that the board approve the replacement of the septic system for a cost of $4,125 and to block off the drain in the garage. Motion (Clendenning/Fehrman) to authorize the replacement of the Municipal Buildings septic system with Advantage Plumbing & Heating and the blocking/capping off of the drain in the garage. Motion carried.  
13. Discussion of creation of road right of way and utility excavation permit.  Chairman Bohn reported that he has looked into creating a road right of way and utility excavation permit for the town. He has found that most municipalities do charge a permit fee for companies that do work in the municipality’s road right of way such as telephone cables, gas lines or sewer or water. The permit may also require the company to put up a bond to cover any possible damage to the roads. This would also give the town a tool in which to track who and what is being done in the road right of ways. Chairman Bohn stated that if the rest of the board was in favor of this process the Public Works Committee would do some more work on this and bring back to the board for approval. Board members were in agreement with this. 
14. February disbursement vouchers. No questions
15. Operators License Applications. Motion (Clendenning/Fehrman) to approve the operators’ licenses for Megan Getzloff, The Pour House and Barbara Peterson, Kellner International. Motion carried. 
16. Monthly reports from committees:

· Public Works: Chairman Bohn stated that with the warmer weather arriving, the town will be contracting with two companies to sweep the sand off of the roads as soon as the snow and ice are gone and the roads have dried. 
· Crime Stoppers: Supervisor Nystrom reported that Crime Stoppers is getting ready to unveil a website which will have a great amount of information on the program and the Text-A-Tip program. They will also be at Lincoln High School for the Care & Share Day on March 20th. 
· Airport Commission: Supervisor Nystrom stated the Airport has hired a new Fixed Base Operator, Howard Joling. One of Mr. Joling’s duties will be to promote the airport to help draw more traffic to it. 
· Planning and Zoning: Supervisor Fehrman reported that the Planning Commission did not meet since the last month. 
· Recycling and Garbage: Supervisor Clendenning reported that the Committee continues to work to put together the Chose to Reuse, Big Day and Tire Day for the spring. He also mentioned that one of our resident committee members has resigned and is looking for anyone that may be interested in joining the committee or helping with these projects to contact him. 
17. Other public input. Chairman Bohn asks that all residents Take 10 Challenge. This is in reference to the arrival of the Census questionnaire. The census if very important to municipalities in that much of our government funds are based on population and we need everyone counted. So Take 10 or please take the 10 minutes to fill out the questionnaire and return it.    
           Motion (Nystrom/Fehrman) to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned 7:08 p.m.   

Minutes subject to board approval. 

Respectfully submitted and approved

this _________ day of __________________, 2010
_______________________________

Judy McLellan,
Town Clerk
