Meeting Minutes
Forest County Board of Adjustment

Thursday, June 11th, 2009

10:00 a.m., Wabeno Town Hall

1. The call to order was given by Chairman Ron Tschohl at 10:00 a.m. in the Wabeno Town Hall.
2. The roll was taken and all members were present.  They included Ron Tschohl, Chairman, Harry Thurin and Jim Drefahl.  ZA Pam LaBine was present and the applicant, Dale Duquiine was present.

3. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the agenda, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

4. The Chairman confirmed compliance with the open meeting requirements.

5. The Chairman informed the public of the hearing procedure.

6. Motion by Jim Drefahl to open the public hearing, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved. 

7. The Zoning Administrator read the application.

8. Harry Thurin recorded that all members were on the site inspection.

9. The applicant was sworn in and a synopsis of that statement is as follows.

I applied for a variance because after I talked to Zoning I found out there was no ordinance that allowed me to have a park model home on my property during construction. We could have had another type. I made a deal to trade in my park model for a modular home but they went out of business and we got the park model back.  We need something to live in during building.  We intend to build.  We have put a plan together to do things in pieces. First clear, then the septic and then the well. We have some bids.  In 12 to 24 months we will have a cottage of 900 to 1200 square feet. We will build but we have a delay.  We had no intention of bringing the park model here.  

     10. Staff Report.  ZA reported that they have a sanitary and the lot is well vegetated. The variance is required because they do not have enough property to site two dwellings and the ordinance does not recognize a park model home as it does an rv, motor home or camper trailer that can be used during construction.

     11. Staff presented two letters for the committee. They are attached.

     12. The Committee reported no ex parte communications.  There was no response from the town.

     13. The applicant responded to the letters in the following manner.  He is not asking for permanent placement, just during construction and he will accept a time limit on its placement.  They just need to utilize it temporarily.
    14.  There was no response from staff.

    15.  Final Questions.  Jim Drefahl asked when he was planning on building.  Mr. Duquaine replied that they had one bid but they couldn’t start until fall.  Ron Tschohl asked if he was hiring a builder.  Mr. Duquaine said he was for the shell and then they would finish themselves.  Ron Tschohl asked if he applied for a building permit.  Mr. Duquaine said no, not yet, he didn’t want the park model to be considered a residence.  Jim Drefahl asked why did you wait to apply for a variance until after you parked the home.  The applicant said they were blindsided by the modular home dealer going out of business and then the ordinance not allowing a park model during construction.
   16.   Motion by Harry Thurin to close the Public hearing and go into closed session with those minutes to be made public after the decision, second by Jim Dryfahl, all in favor, motion approved.

   17.   The roll was called and all members were present.  Discussion commenced on the application of Dale Duquaine.  Harry Thurin said the main gist of the letters is the time frame. Everybody is afraid the park model home will stay there.  The town didn’t comment. So we could give him a set amount of time.  Ron Tschohl said the board could give him x amount of months, say 2010.  Jim Drefahl said it takes about 120 days to frame in a home. A log cabin I don’t know.  Harry Thurin said if time is all they are afraid of we could give a removal date.  It meets one of two criteria for having two residences, it will not be permanent and the ordinance doesn’t address this type of dwelling.  Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the variance with a time restriction of September 1st, 2010. If it is not removed by that date, ZA is instructed to go to Corporate Counsel for compliance,  second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.  Motion by Harry Thurin to go back into open session, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.
   18.  The roll was called and all members were present.

   19.   The previous motion was restated to the applicant. 

   20.   Motion by Harry Thurin to adjourn, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 

   Submitted by:___________________________________________________6/15/09
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