Minutes of the Forest County Board of Adjustment 
Training Session

Thursday, May 7th, 2009

9:00 a.m. Room 103, Forest County Courthouse

1. The call to order was given by Ron Tschohl at 9:00 a.m. in room 103 of the Forest County Courthouse.

2. The roll was called and the following members were present; Ron Tschohl, Chairman, John Harter, alternate, Jim Drefahl, member, and Dan Samz, alternate. Member Harry Thurin was absent due to a death in the family.  ZA Pam LaBine and Corporate Counsel Paul Payant were present.

3. Motion by Jim Drefahl to approve the agenda, second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved.

4. Discussion was held on the statutes relating to the BOA.  In general, the duties of the members, the way notices are sent and how the meetings usually progress.  Each member was given a copy of the statutes.  
5. Paul Payant discussed the statutes and our ordinance with the board members.  Discussion was held on notice, the site visit, the decision and the supporting documentation.  The Forest County vs Good decision was explained by Corporate Counsel in relation to certiorari review of the board’s decisions. The three criteria were discussed, unnecessary hardship, property limitations, and no harm to public interests.  Public interests were discussed at length.  
6. Discussion was held on the written materials provided by the ZA for decisions.  Ron Tschohl asked if he should swear everyone in.  Corporate Counsel agreed. Exparte communications are to be asked for in the agenda items.  A list of agenda items was given to the ZA to follow.  ZA asked if she should notice all five members of the board and corporate counsel said yes. Discussion was held on property owners that don’t follow the instructions of the BOA.  It was decided only written complaints would be accepted and citations should be issued for non-compliance. This must be written in.  Motion by Dan Samz to re-write the BOA materials to reflect current law, add citation powers, file documents with the County Clerk and generally stick to the statutes, second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved. 

7. Discussion was held on staff recommendations.  Corporate Counsel said a majority of county’s approve of this.  ZA said she only comments on what she has licenses for.  Discussion was held on the next meeting date.  ZA will have examples of operating rules for the BOA and they can go over them at that time.
8. Motion by Dan Samz to adjourn, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.  
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