

Minutes
Forest County Zoning Committee
(Northeast Asphalt Temporary Asphalt Plant)
Thursday. January 17, 2019
Room 107, Forest County Board Room 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
1. Call to Order:    The call to order was given by Chairman Karl Tauer at 6:00p.m.  
2.  Roll Call:  The roll was called, members present were:  Karl Tauer, Ron Karl, Steve Bunda, Scott Goode and Jill Kettlewell.    Others present were Jeannie Fannin, Sandy Beauchaine and members of the public (list attached).  
3. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve the agenda by Ron Karl, second by Scott Goode, all in favor, motion approved.  
4. Confirm Compliance with Open Meeting Requirements:    Jeannie showed the board the notice in the paper, the addresses of those notified and explained that the notice was posted on the front and back doors at the courthouse.    She also stated that the requirement for notice of neighboring property owners is 300feet but she sent out to all property owners within 500 feet.  
5. Inform the Public of Hearing Procedures (time for each speaker):  Karl Tauer informed the public that anyone wishing to speak would be given 5 minutes.  He requested they state their name when they speak.    
6.   Open the Public Hearing:      Motion to open the meeting for public comment by Ron Karl, second by Jill Kettlewell, all in favor motion approved.  

7. Reading of the Application:      The application and notice were read at this time.              
8. Applicants Presentation:     Matt Matusak and Pete Kozak from Northeast Asphalt presented their information regarding the temporary asphalt plant.   They presented the committee with a copy of the air permit from the DNR and other pertinent information regarding asphalt plants (information attached).  They informed the committee that they have to follow very stringent rules regarding these plants and are required to and have inspections by Wisconsin DNR.   They have 2 stormwater permits.  One for the non-metallic mine itself and a separate one for the asphalt plant.  They also have air permits.  The asphalt plant has a baghouse to catch particles from the emission.  They also have dual water containment.       
9. Counties’ Presentation:     Jeannie Fannin explained the permit process and the State Statute regarding Conditional use Permits.    She informed the committee that this property is zoned General Rural.   She informed the committee that Conditional Use Permit is required for  a non-metallic mine  in the General Rural District.   A temporary asphalt plant is an ancillary use in a non-metallic mine, therefore requiring this Conditional Use Permit.    She presented a staff report (see attached).   
10. Comments from the public:   There were multiple discussions on health concerns regarding the air emisssions from these plants.  Ben Niehaus and Linda Sturnott provided the committee with written responses (see attached).   Al Murray representing the Town of Laona spoke in favor of the Conditional Use Permit due to the cost savings to the town for any projects they may have.  He also stated that there are many residents of his township that are employed by Northeast Asphalt and this would help many of them to possibly work closer to home.  
11. Comments from the Town:   The Town of Argonne mailed a letter in opposition to the issuance of a conditional use permit for this applicant (copy attached), this letter was read aloud by Jeannie Fannin.  
12. Applicant’s Response (in any):    Pete Kozak of Northeast Asphalt responded to some of the concerns from the public.  He reiterated that they have stringent environmental rules to follow and are inspected by DNR.  The containment units are double lined.   
13. Final questions from the Committee:     The members questioned Mr. Kazak, and Mr. Matuszak on Northeast Asphalts procedures and safety policies.  They also questioned them on how long they intended to be in this pit. There was a discussion on how an asphalt plant works and all the DNR rules and regulations associated with the permits.  
14. Entertain a Motion to Close the Public Hearing:   Motion by Ron Karl to close the public hearing, second by Steve Bunda, all in favor, motion approved.  

15.  Deliberation and Decision:   The committee members discussed the scope of the project. They discussed the time frame required for highway projects.  They questioned how many projects Northeast was planning on bidding.  They reviewed the handouts given to them from Northeast Asphalt.  It was noted that the EPA had delisted asphalt plants as a major source of air pollution in 2002.  The Committee felt that there was substantial evidence presented by Northeast Asphalt that they could operate this plant safely, and that the health hazards associated with these plants  have been reduced substantially over the years. They stated they had many employees that work with this material without any major health claims due to it.    The letters received from Mr. Niehaus   and Ms. Sturnott were also reviewed.  The committee felt that there was not substantial evidence as in what is required by State Statute 59.69(5e) to deny the permit.  The committee discussed the conditions for this permit.  These conditions are as follows: 

A. Northeast Asphalt will be allowed to have the plant in this non-metallic mine for a period not to exceed 90 days.   Northeast is required to inform Forest County Zoning on the day they move into the pit and are up and running.  

B. Northeast Asphalt shall route all truck traffic to the west to Hwy 32.

C. The hours of operation for this plant are Monday through Friday: 6:00am -6:00pm, and Saturdays 7:00am -4:00 pm.  

D. Dust shall be controlled on all interior roads.

E. Northeast shall use ground liners under the containment units.

F. Northeast must maintain and give copies of all the DNR permits for this plant to the Zoning Office. 

The committee also required periodic inspections of the site by Forest County Zoning Staff and the committee will also tour the site after it is up and running.  Motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit with the above conditions by Ron Karl, second by Scott Goode, all in favor motion approved.  

16. Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn by Ron Karl, second by Steve Bunda.  All in favor, motion approved.  Meeting adjourned. 

Submitted by:  _________________________________________________________________01/18/2019
These minutes are not official and are subject to change.  They will be approved at the next meeting of the Zoning Committee.  


