Meeting Minutes

Forest County Board of Adjustment

Friday, September 13th, 2013

1. The roll was called and the following members were present; Ron Tschohl, Chairman, John Aschenbrenner and John Harter.  ZA Pam LaBine was present and three members of the Fontaine Fmily Trust, Gordon Fontaine, Robert Fontaine and Jeanni Fontaine.
2. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to approve the agenda, second by Ron Tschohl, all in favor, motion approved.
3. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to approve the agenda, second by Ron Tschohl, all in favor, motion approved. 

4. ZA confirmed compliance with the open meetings law and those pages are attached.

5. The Chairman set no time limits on any speaker.
6. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to open the public hearing, second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved.

7. ZA read the application.
8. Gordon Fontaine spoke for the Fontaine Family trust.  He told the committee how there were three trees holding the bank in.  The oak tree lifted the stairs and had to be taken down.  The other tree went bad and so three trees were removed.  After the trees were gone the bank started moving.  The stumps were ground but the one in the center of the bank could not be reached and its roots are still there.  We rebuild the steps and started a new wall but were stopped as there was no permit.  We were informed this type of wall is considered a structure. 

9. ZA said the front wall closest to the lake was removed. The remaining is 25 feet from the OHWM.  The homes on each side also have retaining walls approximately the same setback.  There is a slight amount of erosion next to the side of the retaining wall.  These are all lots of record.
10. There was no related correspondence.

11. Ron Trawicki, the neighbor called ZA and said he was against the variance.  There was gravel washing in on his rock. Rock would look better than the manufactured block the Fontaines want to use.  It would just look bad.  He is against the variance.
12. Jeanni Fontaine said they had asked Ron if what they were doing was alright with him and at that time he had no objections.

13. There was no response from staff.

14. John Aschenbrenner asked the Fontaines if they knew where the lot line was.  They responded the bottom pin had been pulled and it could be as close as two feet from Mr. Trawicki’s front step.

15. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to close the public hearing, second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved. 

16. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to go into closed session and afterward make the minutes public record, second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved. 

17. Discussion began on the variance application of the Fontaine Family Trust. John A said the neighbor’s house is 6 feet from the crest of the hill.  John H said they do not know where the lot line is as the pipes are gone.  John A said they were talking about having a survey done.  Ron T said they should table until the lot line is set.  John H said there must be walking space between the houses. He didn’t think a screen porch should be out that far.  Some deference should be given to the neighbor’s view. John A said there is no reason not to move the porch back.  John H said they should make another step in the retaining wall and move the porch back.  Even three or four feet would make a difference.  John Harter asked how wide the porch would be.  It is 17 feet parallel with the shore and 10 feet deep.  John A said that until we know where the line is, there is nothing we can do. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to table the Fontaine’s request for a variance until a Certified Survey Map is drawn, second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved. 
18. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to close Public hearing and return to open session.

19. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to table the Fontaine’s request for a variance until a Certified Survey Map is approved. Second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved.

20. Motion by John Aschenbrenner to adjourn, second by John Harter, all in favor, motion approved. 
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