Forest County Board of Adjustment

Friday, November 18th, 2011

2:00 p.m. 918 McAurther Trail, Freedom, WI.

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ron Tschohl at 2:00 p.m. at the Freedom Town Hall.

2. The roll was called by Chairman Ron Tschohl and members present included Ron Tschohl, Chairman, Harry Thurin and Jim Drefahl.  ZA Pam LaBine and Town Chairman Don Vannienwienhoven were present along with the applicants, Lee and Grant Senso.

3. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the agenda, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

4. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the minutes of the Petonquot pubic hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

5. ZA confirmed compliance with the open meetings law and the affidavit is attached to these minutes.

6. The chairman did not place any time limits on any speaker.

7. Motion by Harry Thurin to open the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

8. The application was read into the record and is attached.

9. The applicant told the committee that the 600 square foot cabin sits on a small depression.  There is only wood heat and when they upgraded the exterior they installed a header for some form of deck so they could have two exits in the cabin.  There is a steep hill with enough room for a septic tank and dry well type of dispersal.  The only other flat spot is in front of the cabin.  The hill is well vegetated with hemlock and they hold the hill in. There is no driveway down to the cabin. They park on top of the hill and use the neighbor’s drive to walk down. They want the deck so they can have a second access for the cabin and some place to sit outside. 
10. ZA reported that the Senso sanitary inspections are current.  All the measurements on the Senso map are correct.

11. The committee accepted a letter from Thomas Blake, DNR.  It is attached.

12. ZA said she received a phone call from John Whitney. He said he didn’t agree with the variance request.  When asked for a particular reason, he only said he didn’t agree. 

13. Don Vannieunwienhoven, Town Chairman said that there is no shore yard or shoreline space on this property. He does not agree with the DNR to put the deck behind the house as on recreational properties the landowners should be able to sit on a deck looking at the lake.  The applicant said he can’t move the woodshed as they only have wood heat and a deck back there would be to close to the sanitary and make pumping the sanitary harder.

14. The Chairman had staff read the “authority and Objectives of the ordinance.  It is as follows; This ordinance is adopted in order to promote and protect public health, safety, comfort, convenience, prosperity, aesthetics, and other aspects of the general welfare; and more specifically, to fix reasonable standards to which structures shall conform, to regulate lot coverage and population density, to conserve the value of land and structures in all of the unincorporated areas of the county, to guide the proper distribution and location of various land uses, to promote the safety and efficiency of the streets and highways, to provide for adequate light, air, sanitation, and drainage, to conserve natural resources, to provide safety from fire and other hazards, to define the powers and duties to the administrative bodies as provided hereinafter, and to prescribe penalties for the violation of the provisions of this ordinance.
15. There were no final questions.

16. Motion by Harry Thurin to close the public hearing, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

17. The Chairman and board members felt a closed session unnecessary.
18. Discussion commenced on the Lee Senso variance application.  Ron Tschohl asked what was considered an accessory structure. ZA read the definition from the ordinance. Accessory Structure or Use: A detached subordinate structure or a use which is clearly incidental to, and customarily found in connection with, the principal structure or use to which it is related, and which is located on the same lot as the principal structure or use. ZA said that in our ordinance, retaining walls and flat surfaces are not structures. Ron Tschohl asked about averaging.  ZA said there were structures closer to the water than 75 feet but none that could be used in this case.  Harry Thurin said the septic and the woodshed takes up what little flat ground there is. There is only one door in this home. Jim Drefahl pointed out the steep slope of the lot and how the town chairman recognized that lake homes are deserving of some type of structure to enjoy the outdoors.  He also pointed out the lack of a view corridor and the 24 inch steps to the lake.  Discussion turned toward alternatives. Harry Thurin said there was room for a deck on the south side of the home if a small walkway across the front of the home were possible.  Jim Drefahl said a reduced setback to the side lot line would be preferable to the DNR and make an opportunity for a more code compliant home (2 doors). 
19. Motion by Harry Thurin to allow a reduced setback to the south lot line to 5 feet and to only allow 48 inches of walkway across the front part of the home for safety, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.  Motion by Jim Drefahl to not allow a viewing corridor or any removal of vegetation, unless dead or diseased, on this lot as a condition of the variance, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.

20. Motion by Harry Thurin to adjourn, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.
Submitted by:___________________________________________________11/23/11
