Minutes of the Forest County Board of Adjustment

Tuesday, August 30th, 2011, 10:00 a.m.

Room 107 of the Forest County Courthouse

____________________________________________________________________--

1.  The call to order was given by Chairman Ron Tschohl at 9:30 in the Forest County Courthouse at 9:30 a.m.

2. The roll was called and all members were present. Those were Ron Tschohl, Chairman, harry Thurin and Jim Drefahl.  ZA Pam LaBine was there to record the minutes and present in the audience was Gary harris and Richard Bender.
3. Motion by Jim Drefahl to approve the agenda with modifications for housekeeping at the end, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.

4. Motion by Jim Drefahl to table the minutes until September 1st, 2011, or the next meeting on Thursday, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.

5. ZA demonstrated compliance with the open meetings requirements and it is attached.

6. The chairman did not announce any time limits on speakers.

7. Motion by Jim Drefahl to open the public hearing, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.

8. The application was read into the minutes.

9. The board passed its site inspection on to deliberation.

10. The applicant said that in order to meet the letter of the law he would have to tunnel under the town road and go up a very steep hill 300 or more feet to place a drain bed for his sanitary.  He does have his address to this house but he is not a full time resident as he is away for four or more months.  This system needs constant attention and is subject to freezing when he is not here.  He would like to put in a holding tank.

11. ZA said the site on the lakeside is small and does not have enough depth to limiting factors to support a drainfield.  It is extremely steep across the road.

12. There was no related correspondence

13. There was no ex-parte communication.

14. Richard Bender asked to speak.  He wanted to know why he wasn’t offered a variance to put in a holding tank as he has the same situation.  ZA questioned him and found that he is a full time resident and it would be far cheaper for him to have a drainfield.  He had no other comments.
15. There was no further response required of staff.

16. There were no final questions.

17. Motion by Jim Drefahl to close the public hearing, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved. 

18. There will be no closed session.

19. The board deliberated on the hardship of Mr. Harris.  Jim Drefahl noted the deep power lines on the site and the steepness of the hill.  Harry Thurin noted there was only one person in this home part time. 

20. Motion by Harry Thurin to approve the variance with conditions.  Those being that the tank is constructed to have a pump chamber and if the house is sold, the field across the road would have to be installed. Second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved.

21. Motion to adjourn this hearing and proceed to the tabled Mcclelland hearing.
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22. The chairman called the Mcclellands to the room.  Present at this time was Ron Tschohl, chairman, Harry Thurin, and Jim Drefahl.  ZA Pam LaBine was there to record the minutes and Sally and Larry Mcclelland were present. 
23. Mr. Tschohl and Mr. Drefahl and visited the site to observe where the McClellands had decided to place their stakes with the new dimensions given by the board.   They both reported that the McClellands had not moved their stakes and insisted where they put their garage was the only place possible.  Motion by Jim Drefahl to adjourn to the McClelland’s site, second by Harry Thurin, all in favor, motion approved.
24. At the site Mr. McClelland pointed out that he doesn’t want to move his venting and air-conditioner on that side of the house.  Sally McClelland did not want to move closer to the neighbors as they weren’t informed of the change.  Harry Thurin asked if they wanted to table the variance again so the neighbors could be informed.  There was no answer.  The board observed where the power pole was and the mark on the lawn where the new guide wire could go.  Much discussion followed on where the easement was.  It was noted that the other two neighbors maintain an easement of 13 feet of roadbed between guard rails. In total it was measured by the ZA to be 18 feet.  ZA pointed out how less steep the bank was at those points compared to the Mcclellands and how the cut part of the slope were already sagging.   She reminded everyone the setback to the easement was 20 feet.  After continued discussion on the necessity of a garage but noting the presence of an unused boathouse, a motion was made by Harry Thurin to grant a variance of 6 feet to the edge of the easement, basically the width of a vehicle, wherever they decide that easement is.  If the steep hill is excavated, the McClellands must prepare a plan for slope retention and ask the town for approval before excavation or construction.  Second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 
25. Motion by Harry Thurin to adjourn, second by Jim Drefahl, all in favor, motion approved. 

Submitted by:________________________________________________________8/31/11

